everywhere, and the barriers’ gates are widely opened. Anyone

<
%3

can travel easily and conveniently. Although I overhead that
Mino Province is at the edge of the world and a backward place,
we traveled along the Mino Nakamichi Road smoothly and soon
arrived at Yoro no Taki Waterfall.

oo

Father and Son

We have lived many years in the mountains in Mino. A pure

Sy
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spring, gushing under pine trees on the mountain, beautifully

<
1%

reflects the green of the pine and is strikingly clear.

)
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1. The Group of the Imperial Investigator Meets a Woodcutter and His Son 5 5 % % 5
B3 & % 5
= Nz 2 N N —
The Imperial investigator and his follower, who received an order from }C ﬁ Hﬁj ); %E {ﬂé ;‘;’; T‘é % }gl‘ fz}ﬁf 5
D
Emperor Yaryaku, visit Yoro where a miraculous spring gushes forth and O3 % Bz Y X S ° % ¢ &
there they meet an aged woodcutter and his son. ¢ H B2 35 O oD ?;.6 i
& A B T 2 B
Imperial Investigator and His Follower j/) = \C: < 5 ok ?§ H ) ¥
Wind blows softly, not even rustling a leaf of oak. It is such a g 29_ % x 1/1: g I8 ?If b\ e D
A ANY -~
peaceful reign of His Majesty! = B i/h) 5 e e E
S =
Sl Bl T b n ¥ =2
Imperial Investigator < D LA = Z i )
The man in front of you is an imperial officer serving Emperor W < (\ 077: %) 7 - ?H:
Yaryaku. His Majesty was respectfully informed that there is %o E‘:\ § - é % 4 g'};
HS I
a miraculous spring in the Motosu region of Mino Province. z D % Z jﬁF [?% 7r
Following His imperial order to take a look at it, | am now rushing D W i < < ’6 =
on my way to visit the spring. s \z B H % 3 %
[CI < B A - R (W z ¥
Investigator and Follower f: & = &
The land of His Majesty is peacefully governed and flourishing, ‘{% 7:‘0 % = ;i
and His people enjoy their lives of affluence. Roads connect Vs < < \/{
% o
e ES
D Z
5| &
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it 7
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&
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% =
Son As this is a familiar path for us, even my aged father
L o 95 & Z 1 n o &H I Z 7 pii}
Father and Son 5 B r O 2 % EE r w £ O
can travel easily. How peaceful we are! n o A7) 1z D H ol o= -~ 4 =t
ChBAHE A E £ R 5 < on
Aged Father 7 ‘5 Hoc % 2 Bi @ é‘ *E D AE =
My aged body only allows me a shallow sleep. In the shallow sleep, ;% ? LE :E oﬁ' \ﬁi’? % 7%‘ Ep;R Ay %%
. . . . . > Z - £
what I dream is my life; my sixty years which went by like a flower y y T
v y y sixty y Y A OE 5 D I i3 & D
ooms. L 5 H ¢ ES = Y n = iR <
Ao TR » T
Father and Son A x IJ\_[ 9 A f?i i H P g’\ 5
Looking at the moonlight leaking through the thatched roof, I I F = % R é'zl% % El . =4
chant poems to comfort my soul. While taking a walk on a wood é S % 8z K IR <\ e i
. N A T 3 & v féf < b Z
bridge covered by frost day after day, my head also began to look as L E T i By 3 H G =
if it were covered with snow. However, the spiritual water of Yoro B FE 36) U 5 o = 2 5 N
Fall heals my aged body and purifies my heart. ‘g D ;‘; S ¥ ;f)) 7- Hzi_»\ B 7%) A
W 5 i ox iz T
Father and Son ? »(\ g/)\ % CC\ ,I:C 3 U\ 1t %
Like the water of chrysanthemums springing forth from a valley in H o - 1{{} o - ¢ g’; < 3:) °
[\ . - [ Ly
d tain, the fl f the waterfall will d dl > >
a deep mountain, the flow of the waterfall will never end regardless 2 N b g; D n - % 3
of how much water we take. 5 oD N % Bt 7
ik » & f PR £l
Father and Son & o l‘)) 0i‘ j/t e R
Long, long ago, there was a palace named “longevity,” which had é:\ < % & & ;FE \'E
a gate of “eternal youth” in the T’ang dynasty. I, who have lived in o+ % D 5_; ?b\ EZ; J;gf
a mountain for many years, also wish for a long life, following the /ﬂ% 712 N 1z A 6': R
example of thousand-year-old pine trees. The water gushing out in I 4 W 3 o)
between these rocks under a pine is truly a medicine for longevity. ZLE_ ¥ Flﬂ A D 7z
When you drink it, you feel like your life is extended. You will feel [6) E; a < g & /N
as if you have the energy to live years and years. E - i {)\ \75: % ;
- & H
5 D Ik R L A& D
N/ & T L H
& ow % ¢ T D
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2. Dialogue between Investigator and Father and Son
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Answering the questions of the imperial investigator, the father and son tell

& B8

A

the reason why they named the waterfall Yoro (taking care of the aged) as its

o

water brings vigor to sustain an aged body. They then show the investigator %

the place of the miraculous spring.

¥ IR O N &

Investigator

KRB OFH |
o IR

TIRFOMND T @ES

Excuse me, old gentleman over there. I have a question to ask you.

v

-
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IES e S \W ARy el 58 S 0k b3 0 O EE 0 3 3 S o Bk
Eilt
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Aged Father # S
Are you talking to me? How may I help you? 23 & ﬁi v
I DY

- < B B B ¥
nvestigator U { 2 + 7z
Are you two the father and son who have been rumored about? Z D Z VA D
e 2 > &

Aged Father < ¥ ﬁz
Yes, we are. We are the father and son of Yoro. A 'S %

<
v

Investigator

A
oA NI O ORI AN AT eb g T L0 Al Sl
Q)

I am an imperial investigator who was directly dispatched by His
Majesty.

Aged Father
How awesome! How grateful that I, such a menial man, can
respectfully receive a message from His Majesty, who resides in
the remote, strictly-protected palace! Certainly, we are the father

ISISTOIRR

and the son associated with the rumor.

e AATISHNEES A Aot
TTodE /R SFHNXo T FIT

Investigator

<
1%

Well, there was a person who respectfully informed the emperor
that a miraculous spring gushes here, in the Motosu region. His

SO D5 O S el v S o RV SRS B RAT O

o k94t

Majesty ordered me to come to see the spring right away, and we
were dispatched. First, explain the details of why you named the
water Yoro (taking care of the aged).
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Aged Father
I understand. My son, the man with us here, goes into the . .
mountain every morning and evening to gather firewood so we < 2 E;;: i R ] /N g %\ £ b
< R OE JIT 2> o H b3) & 7% EIERA
may support ourselves. One day, he was probably tired of walking X D < D Iz IS J L 1z o °op
along the mountain path, so he drank a handful of water from the Z R 7 b 7 B ol N 5z WoH F
spring without paying it much attention. Then, he felt refreshed n T & n i 0 Ay L Z il D %5 L
and vigorous, unlike after drinking regular water. 7"73 j; L 2 33' j?l, i) ;{() gﬂ ;)) %_ ?;‘ 7311( HIEF f%
—
Son Since I thought the medicinal water existing in the world of Hsien % 03 < % gs‘ {7]@ § I;IEE & b % % E
must be like this, I brought some back for my parents. ) WiE w7 T ¢ z 2 Pk S oIs
< Gi Wox E S & 4 b T oW
Aged Father H, D T & 5 3 U ; K - 3
‘When we drank the water, we eventually forgot the problems % ’ i b D <\ T % - lH} D Th
which come with age. &'\ ‘0 :E) 3 < — g i’)_— ? i T 9
L {ﬁ Z Ju oy J): % L ,%\
ES z /A B n Y, h 1
Son They can wake up without effort in the morning. Z 1= »H = =z Iz < 7 ° 9 %
k 5 % L D i : b S N
Father and Son C - D D Co i 5 0) n o i
We do not feel lonely even waking up in the middle of night. (;'f %;f 7‘72 < %‘;_‘l g E E E &;
Energy fills our body. Thanks to this clear water, we can take care i o X £t F VAS n )2; (]
of our aging body all the time. We therefore named this waterfall VS ] > F oL > ¥ Iz
Yora. (L B ZN e 5 L 2 A
D 5 D Do Y, 7’:o )
Investigator 7? . A ?ﬂj %C_ Z 7?: 7K %ﬁ
Listening to the naming story, it sounds so wonderful. Does the 0) ? %" ° {0%)3 Jz54 ]2% ;}%
medicinal water in your story gush from somewhere in the flow of H > K \ )\ Sl
this cascading river? L 7- \z N T N
< 3 X i ik
Aged Father v P b\ T A5
Please look. The spring water coming out in between the rocks o K . i T %
surrounding the waterfall basin, slightly this way, is the source. 7J\E Lji f@ 5 B H
7bi A J VAR
| - ¥ ; E T
Investigator Zz D = N Z W
I see, this is it. When I come closer, it is truly a pure mountain
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Yoro Story

Aged Father
You can clearly see the pebbles at the bottom of the spring. Until
small pebbles come together and become a huge rock covered with

moss...

Investigator
it will take thousands and thousands of years. You can witness such
a long flourish...

Aged Father
if you take this medicinal water.

Investigator
Your aged body is surely

Aged Father
taken care of.

Group Reciters
The medicinal water can even extend the longevity of old people.
If people full of energy take it as medicine, their lives will last for
eternity. What a blessing this exhaustless spring of Yoro is!

Group Reciters
Truly it is delightful that we living downstream of the pure water
can enjoy the affluent life, just as the pearly-beautiful water
upstream is cleared up.

3. Story of the Old Father

The old man celebrates the water of Yoro through an ancient story related to
water.
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4 ih i it £
’ X A
(e
e . isted i i i tals, and
Reciters  The elixir of life which existed in the isle of th(;:i 1mrz10rua ZX?;S " _ n 2 i ¥ 4 b
which we thought no one would be able to find, actually i L 7 E: E X Z % 5 8 4
right here as medicinal water. The water will never run out. F Fk A OE H T - + ¥ T ° g7
&Lk oK ok kK R i e
. AR S il |
Aged Father ) is actually not If ) L i v D L
The flow of the river will never end. And, the water is actually R ° ¥ oz %}1 Vo L 1Z b i D <
H " 7]
the original regular water. \z wm o % 7?) ?g‘ 2: = Ko
: D L I3 < . !
: i d r repeatedly. The F [H & IS 7z Bl el "5 £ W
Reciters  Bubbles floating on the stream vanish and appear rep + K ¢ D E: Z L -
e D LD g 5 \ <
water itself is perpetually clear. = o D VA 5 »
L £ <9 g © WMo z 5
" E ¥ ﬁ Vo Z Z Z & C
Aged Father . 13 oz - 7 Iz N
In particular this is an unusual case in which the groundwater n T X I ES 2 ch g g: 5 b&
from the mountain ... - =3 L 2 N i N 2
5 (03O T oL 2
X . N U2 - .
Reciters becomes medicinal water. Who on earth knows this miracle! # D3 GE) e 70 o o = 2 < i
eci B2 jéﬁ E? :}CL 5 ¥ ' ¥ 7
, oj: %n - % °© >
Reciters  Let’s scoop the water. Let’s take up the water. N 52 E— 1; %: ) - i
T o7 E % 7K D s
Reciters  As an ancient Chinese poem reads that “thick green bamboo A (( < ;k‘ l;b : A X K 1
leaves reflect in a wine urn in spring,’ rice wine in an urn matures g— %Jé ik ﬁ{j 2| K 3 !j: D
in spring. In autumn, the red flower of bush clover on the fence ? 2'; % g 5 E L % ot
blooms as the leaves in the woods turn red. The reflection turns b ® % n < M OJ)( V 3
: i it from the urn. o W 73} Iz /! < =5
crimson the sake in an urn, and we scoop 3 > E I ) % < = P
L i < & = 2 S ERD'S
Reciters  Liu Ling, one of the hermits called the Seven Sages of the Bamboo < Ao T 2 Z o 7 z %*‘
Grove in the Jin dynasty in ancient China, particularly loved sake N} '(\ é%) c\-; < e 'S Z ~
for soothing himself. The water of Yor6 reminds me of the sake Liu gfj {@ < & L %z _O,C) é %
Ling loved. Now, scoop this precious medicinal water and respect- 2 * L o ik % 5 o Z'z
fully offer it to His Majesty. S @73 ;I: Yc? ')O E . s ;ﬁ;
H ) s 7
I % B
¥ b &
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Yoro Story

Reciters ~ Although a beautiful cup of seashell, floating on a winding stream,
is interrupted by a stone and cannot reach your hand soon, we
shall take the cup to scoop the medicinal water with the reflection
of the moon throughout the night. Shall we get the water with the

moon in it?

Reciters  Who, old persons, were sustained by the water gushing out from

the deep mountain?

Aged Father
Peng Zu drank the dew drops coming from the lower leaves of the
chrysanthemum, enlightened by the virtue of an ascetic, and lived
until he was seven hundred years old. I have heard it rumored that
his longevity was attributed to the power of the precious medicinal
water.

Reciters  This is the chrysanthemum water, believed to be medicinal.
Thanks to the power of the dew drops on the chrysanthemum,
even if you feel like it is only a short moment that a dew drop

stays,

Aged Father
actually a thousand years have passed in that moment. When the
heaven and the earth

Reciters started, even grasses and trees

Aged Father
follow the orders to put forth blossoms and bear fruits.

BERR—FILYA b thegg-corn
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Reciters ~ Although it is restricted by seasons h i
;bt Ik
p) 2 5K NN >
Aged Father ?gﬁ_ 5‘%\ % i g Zi {%‘f 'Z\g g‘g’ g s ;L
only the blessings of rain and dew can nourish their growth. b z r %\ 5 YR s - Tg |_:Fj 1%
H D e b IE S % i
Reciters  People say that rain and dew are the parents of flowers as they 12 X 5 % h L 2 % b {E D Ved
grow it. Similarly, my aged self is supported by rain and dew. S 9 it L W N J75) D
Familiarizing myself with this water of Yoro, I soak my sleeve to lﬁ'—% /7"; l‘qi L/:; o e < s 7 7
scoop the water, just as a poem says. The water is so clear that I \{5 fi ?)é ;?é % 2 JE Vo S:: %iﬁ
can see the shadow of the mountain. Even thinking that the water > };: 7k & = % 0?'. 0%) é > CE
of this spring is certainly a medicine, I see that my aged body looks Z % ° M X e N < O < o)
younger. How delightful! D 15 =1 e Voo il T ¥ e <
Y, A %2 - oo
4. Emergence of Auspicious Signs % ?)? ‘}';)% Kg ;)t 7;-: L’C % 1t ;C) %—D
A L "akE R 5w
The father and son leave in the midst of auspicious signs in which the light Iz ) it lf: /%\ % D D %
glows and flowers fall from the sky with beautiful music. i}% }% %— ;): Ve %;E{ 7k g‘ céj.i
) i o e o
Investigator Z {cfﬁg —% %E) < }_\ Hl J;): lg
How precious this medicinal water is! It is so delightful that I can 23 &, = it gy z i/L 7 N
return quickly to report the fact to the Emperor. H it ) Z LD 7‘{:% é
2 L r % © e 5o
Aged Father 3 ES Ci\ EI:: é § e
I too respectfully thank His Majesty’s great dignity and virtue as he 3,2 j:, 75 2 _?E_)P % %ﬁ 2
blessed me to have such a boon. L A A ?5 S 0 T
> T Bl iR 2 D
Investigator & ? ~ k T A
I too shed tears with the father and think how rare to meet such a %ﬁﬁ g é 9 %‘E{? 4
miracle. Then, W 2 Z ij:( ?: \1%:
T 0%)) R/
7 g TR
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. somE oxowom
Reciters even before the investigator finishes his words, the sky glows mi- % l?-] E 751 %
lously and th f Yoro Fall b 1 . Fl - N ° =
r':cut fu; )lllanbth be roet1.rfoI or(? e;t . econles evenlc earer. Flowers f{ - KB B *EF ) %5 ) },} =
start to fall with beautiful music. It is most unusual. FOD D W (() 3 i = g_m i }4 N
5 % R E N B ow 2 & h
ko1 % o i .5
5. The Story that Villager Tells %)\ T v . H =m x£ 2
RH Z I il Lo
. . s N X I ¢t i w9
A villager narrates the story associated with Yoro Fall, goes to the waterfall to D 2 L £ il n = f
drink the water, and dances. EZan oz K % Z ;I%lé 1z
A NN = i) Lo
2RI fie i &g
6. Deity of the Mountain in Yoro Appears 7} 7% S 7 ~ iz f.“j‘
n Vo R % % 275 =
S © N ~
Mountain deity of Yoro appears and identifies himself as Willow Bodhisattva. T\ A 10.& 53 N (&5 ig)
While praising the bountiful flow of the mountain stream, he dances in z A F T N T >
celebration. D & x T A i < XK
W f L X 5y
Deity of the Mountain k; %E) H<€ l{i:][ Z 74 e 5?[,:
How precious! In the peaceful world, mountains, rivers, grass, trees, ?)% & ‘é‘ fﬁ: 5 A =
all are so calm. Wind blows every five days, and rain falls every K Jk + A r N 5 i
ten days. No cloud covers the sun illuminating every corner of the 3 < H T L5 AT
world. The spring of pure medicinal water will never dry up. What a IS H » X < z 5 T
o X 5 Y T 7 LS AN
wondrous auspicious sign! 5 - ) .
2 I JII o R
£ N 3 D B ic
| A ) h K e
Reciters  Such an auspicious sign indicates the vow of Buddha. Gods and e 7t M, % T !
Buddhas protect the era of His Majesty so that this precious ° { T B bk
medicinal water does not run out. i . 7 Z %’o =
1A (A e &S
B 5 E' ")\ [
i » o)
o nox i z
il E i )
X DR 2 e
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Yoro Story

Deity

Reciters

Deity

Reciters

Deity

Reciters

Deity

Reciters

Deity

I am the deity of this mountain.

Also, the other name is Willow Bodhisattva.
We say deities.

We say Buddhas.

But the difference between deities and Buddhas are just as the

difference between water and wave.

To save all creatures, as the voice of Buddha, who is incarnated in
this world as a deity, to lead us to the Buddha’s way.

the sound of wind blowing from the mountain peak and the voice

of the mountain stream exist.

Music echoes in time with the beat. While calming down excite-

ment, deities living in the sky solemnly appear to the human world.

[Kami-mai (Deity’s dance)]

The dance performed by a male deity. This is a very fast dance, performed
with dignity and dash, and accompanied by the performance of a Japanese
flute, small and large hand drums, and a drum.

The spring, gushing under pine trees, reflects the green leaves that
have lasted a thousand years.

BERR—FILYA b thegl%-corn
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Reciters  So pure, so clear, the water of the mountain spring. The water of
the mountain spring.

&k ) pEl K B
5 i B 7>
Deity The water keeps gushing, and the ripple on the spring is soft and ° N 1z
mild. The age reigned as this b T 2 4
? bt
Dei the emperor is compared to a boat. / é i %
W Iz 9 B L
r;l:é o ~ l/ N

Reciters  If His Majesty is a boat and we are the water, as the water suc- ) i

cessfully supports the boat float, His subjects should respect His
Majesty from the bottom of their hearts and the peaceful world
will never end. As long as the pure water pours forth, owing to the
superb reign of His Majesty, keeps clear, the water downstream will
also be clear. It is such a wonderful world. Just like the waves that

SONTI T HEHOENNFEACN 7

S Eel by T O RE Y K IE

the waterfall repeatedly makes, I cannot stop thinking repeatedly
how wonderful this era is. I shall return to the land of the deities
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Yoro

Synopsis

It was the time of the twenty-first Emperor Yaryaku. His majesty was informed of a rumor of
a miraculous spring in Motosu of Mino Province (Present-day Gifu Prefecture) and dispatched
an imperial investigator to find out about it. At the site, the investigator meets an old woodcutter
and his son who had found the spiritual spring. When the imperial investigator asks, they tell the
story of how they found the spring and how they started to call it "Y6r6 no Taki Waterfall." When
the parents drank the water that his son had found, the old parents felt mentally and physically
refresh and vigorous. They therefore named the fall "Yoro (taking care of elders)." In addition, the
old man points the imperial investigator to the basin of the fall, introduces historical stories related
to longevity and water, and praises the medicinal benefits of the waters of the Yoro Fall. When the
investigator is pleased to be able to give a great report to His Majesty, music is heard from the sky
and flowers start to fall.

With these auspicious signs, a deity of a mountain, who claims to be an incarnation of Willow
Bodhisattva, appears and dashingly dances to bless the peace of the world.

Highlight

Although this is one of the kaminoh (Noh of deities) created by Zeami, it has a different
structure from the other Zeami's kaminoh, such as "Takasago." This drama follows the pattern of
kaminoh, which is that after the interlude, a deity appears and dances as a blessing. However, unlike
the other dramas, in which a holy incarnation of a deity appears to narrate an ancient story, the
mae-shite (first-half lead part) and tsure (the companion of shite) in this drama are the humans who
found a spring. In this story, living humans experience the wonder of spiritual water of a waterfall.

What the father and son found in this drama is "medicinal water," which indicates sake
(Japanese rice wine). Including the auspicious stories related to sake, such as the Seven Wise Men
and a poem-making party, this drama gives you an impression that the medicinal water of Yoro is
beautifully clear sake. At the time of Zeami, unrefined, white rice wine predominated. Therefore,
the image of pure, refined rice wine depicted in this drama must have particularly inspired and
refreshed many people lived six hundred years ago.

BEFIN—F LY A b theg@-cﬂm
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Schools
Category
Author
Subject
Season

Scenes

Characters

Masks

Costumes

All five schools
wakinoh-mono, the first-group Noh

Zeami

s

“Jikkin-sho” Volume 6, “Kokon chomonju” Volume 6, etc.

Spring (April)

Maeba

Nochiba

Mae-shite (first-half lead part)
Nochi-shite (second-half lead part)
Tsure (companions of shite)

Waki (supporting cast)

Waki-tsure (companion of waki)
Ai-kyogen (interluding cast)

Mae-shite
Nochi-shite
Mae-shite

Nochi-shite

Waki

Tsure

Waki-tsure

Number of scenes Two
About 1 hour and 30 minutes

Length

One day at Yoro Fall in Motosu region, Mino Province (Present-day Gifu Prefecture.
Although “Yor6 engi” also claims that the waterfall is located in Motosu region,
Yord Fall is actually located on Mount Tado in the Yoro region).

Later at the same place on the same day.

Aged woodcutter

Deity of a mountain

Son of the woodcutter

Imperial investigator

Follower of the imperial investigator
A man living in Yoro village

Ko-jo, Koushi-jo, or Akobu-jo

Kantan-otoko

mizugoromo (a type of knee-length kimono), kitsuke / kogéshi-atsuita (atsuita with small
check patterns), shiro-6kuchi (a type of hakama (Japanese trousers), white), koshi-obi (belt),
and a fan. Using a stick.

a headband with color, kuro-tare (a black wig whose hair extends slightly longer than
the shoulder), suki-kanmuri (a crown for male deity performing a divine dance),
awase-kariginu (lined kariginu-style kimono), kitsuke / atsuita, shiro-6kuchi, koshi-obi,

and a fan.

daijin-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress worn by ministers), awase-kariginu, kitsuke / atsuita,
shiro-6kuchi, koshi-obi, and a fan.

mizugoromo, kitsuke / noshime without patterns, shiro-okuchi, koshi-obi, and a fan.
Carrying firewood on his back.

Similar to waki

http:// Wwww.the-noh.com
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